weather and climate patterns (Sturman and Wanner), and hydrological phenomena (Weingartner and Pearson). The greatest differences of all can be found in the whole set of human characteristics, including the early history and discovery (Pawson and Egli), and in the evolution of forests (Holland and Germann).
Development and management of high country in the affluent societies found in these alpine areas are controlled by diverse approaches (Swaffield and Hughey, Wyder), involving an economic focus on recreation and tourism management (Booth and Cullen), which is currently being reconsidered in the light of global climate change (Elsasser and Messerli). This has led to rather different human landscapes in similar physical settings (Jeanneret). 
